THE UNION CHRISTIAN COLLEGE MAGAZINE

Dig by Deed Technologies


Dig by Deed Technologies


__H____—_—;—‘—'————'_-—'*'_’F_’-,-f

Editorial Committee.
The Principal

T. 1. Poonen, M. A. (Edilor, English Scclion, and Manager)
D. P. Unni, M. A. ‘Editor, Malayalam Seclion)
V. M. ittyerah, M. A., B. Litt,
C. P. Mathew, M. A.
K. Jacob, M. A.
A. Aravamudha Ayyangar, M. A,

Rate of Subscription :—Twelve annas per anpum,




THE

UNION CHRISTIAN COLLEGE MAGAZINE,
ALWAYE, MARCH, 1940.

Vol. XIV. MARCH 1940 No. 2

License No. 331 dated 15th October 1935

PRINTED AT THE C, M. 8. PRESS, KOTTAYAM, 1940



CONTENTS

A Sermon—K. K. KuruviLLA

Editorial ‘ . .
College Day : Welcome Speech by the Principal

College Day Report : January 1940

College Day : President’s Address :

The Camera—K. V. M. - ; ;

The Toiler—GoPINATH KALADY . L .
Marthanda Varma, The New Travancore State and Western

Traders—T. I. POONEN .
Kamala Regained—C. M. ACHAMMA
College Chronicle
G203 m
&gl @sglad ’ Y "
a1d)em . 5 Z g
o e aglals . ) .
@D EBAVE (B e
oMo IBj0
sdlallmailsladle
sam'ﬂmbhmﬂ i . .
@R10 s D)
eaalomnming maylaml eyl



A SERMON

Preached at the Colleye Chapel

ny Mr. K. K. Kuruvilla.

L ian the \Wav, the Truth, and the Life.” Jolm 14 6.
- s 7

"1 un the lizht of the world. JOIIE‘_ 3. .],_
T Tam the good shepherd . Laveth down his lite for
the sheep.” John 10. 11,

hese are certainly very striking words
and the circumstances that led to

. LA &l
these statements deserve our study. The

great Cesars ruled the world ant? there
was order and outward peace In the
world. But life in the impire provoked
the criticism of the thoughtfal, the laugh-
ter of the cynic, and the bitter cuncer.n
A vast crowd of the pro-
letariat, fed on the corn from Ytim outer
regions of the Impire, Wwas .mtcntL..o:]
pleasure, and the rieh and the intluential,
tired of the ever-new demands made lon
the erowd with excite-

of the pious.

them to supply s
ments, turned on these unfortunates v

a cruelty for which only the Lw::ll'l,h.cf.m]-
tury can afford parallels. Sl:wn.r_v ‘T:«hllchl
evc-n an Avistotle supported, which Chuist
could not protest aguninst with any l‘l.nlp‘e
of stccess at the time, was yery Wi l'..-l
spread, indeed.  Religion — nl‘ll.lf](l(:.}
religion-—failed to satisfy the des]l-m (,
men for something purer than they \ne_\?:
The new religions had invach,:d the CI]liJI‘lL
Lgypt, Persia, and ?l(;t\-"
Stoie, and Mystic—
of men and

from Phrygia,
systems—lopicurean,
called for the alleglance

confusion con-

: worse
women makinrg
founded.

Or ‘hich under the
Into such a world, wi

cover of apparent peace was seething
with confusion and disorder, Christ came
with the announcement—*"I am the ,Way,
the Truth and the Tlife. ™

Anyone who has read the history of the
world even casuully will agree that the
age in which we live is not much better
than the world of Chuist's time. Millions
of inemployed, the attempts of govern-
ments to proevide amusements to the
crowd through cinemas, raclios, talkies,
theatres and a hundred other ways, and the
absence of a moral standard to regulate
human character and conduet bring us
very near to the Roman Kmpire of Christ’s
time. The assumptions on which our
society is built arc widely questioned, and
in some places, are practically disearded.
Conceptions of proporty and sex, the twin
pillavs on which the social structure is
crected, are tottering. Into this distracted
world, Christ must come again with his
message—"1 am righteousness and 1 am
Love!  Uhave put * yighteonsness and
Love ™ into the Master's mouth heeause
it seoms to me that it is on these that
society should be built again. Righteous-
ness and Love must wo  together—other-
wise the message of the cross has no
meaning.  We sec justice in the suffering
of this one on the cross—justice in the
sense that when we break the law of God
the consequences have to ba borne by
ourselves and more than that by others



who love us. Tt is not only God's love

but also His sense of justice that brought
Christ to the cross,

We as Christians bear witness to both.
Bub there can be no witness-
Christ in the worlg to-day unless we are
Prepared to share with opheps less fortun-
ate than ourselyeg not only ouy Spiritua)
€xperiences but gy worldly goods,

bearing for

e bring Chrigg

¥, Eteatmg % changeq

to the world
ﬂnkind 2]

Social g
¢ ¢ ;

His experience and faith weri:: sti"eng;?:;e
ed through the practical appll.camon ot
power he got from on High. Read t.hl'uus-
the first few chapters of Mark as an l' #
tration. He did personal work, Spﬂgihe
public meetings, healed the leper an L
lJ&ralytic—lmceusing Inbour for thf‘z c g
Mmon good—a wonderful correlation
pPrayer and work.

He did more. He gathered 1‘01'{11‘1 h!i:;
d.group of men whomn he kept with h.lto
and showed them through his life how
learn, live, anq work together.

4 . ]in
What T have tried to impress on you

. - ? Ore
bhis ta) is this :—that what Travanc
and the woylq n

standayq which
Churigt our

eed to-day is a mord 5
¢an be found fully only !
Lord,
We shal) be y
in Chrigt o
look

. a]_‘d
ble to give this stalliun-
aly if we have g ch%nged gl
social, ecollm] p

1
day and if we express b

ing
ged outlgo) (1) through uuceamur
Cﬂmmunion with Goq and service for ©

service,

L g
th A glad thay there are beginnig The
% among g OWn young men-
Sebtleny,

es

in; T . ent} l',]-e W{Lirg :],]]d Strays h,O]-n]J’

E‘Vﬂ.-nd Ulli, A“eppey ﬂ‘nd I{Obtlﬂfjfsi:u
ok Astam life ave all
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Ittyerah as WWardens and Miss R. G.
Thomas, Tutor in Inglish, as Assistant
Warden. We believe that this new
development will not only add fo the
strength of the College numerically but
also contribute richly to the life and work
of the College in varions divections.

Hostels.

The Rev. B. G- Crowley and Mr. K. C.
Chacko continue as Wardens of the North
East Hostel, Mr. T. B. Ninan as Warden
of the Holland Hostel with Mr. K. V.
Mani as sub-warden, and Messrs. C. P.
Mathew and M. G. Koshy, of the New
Hostel, Mr. T. B. Thomas of the Tagore
Hostel and Mr. and Mrs. V. M. Ittyerah
with Miss R. G. Thomas are in charge of
the Women’s Hostel.

As usual the Holland Hostel is reserved
for the Senior Intermediate Students, the
North East Hostel mainly for the Senior
B. A. Students, the Tagore and the New
Hostels for the Junior Intermediate
students and the Skinner Hostel and the
North BEast Hostel for the Junior B. A.
students.

Health of our students.

The health of our stadents has been
very satisfactory. We record with grate-
fulness the valuable help the College has
continued to receive in various ways from
Dr. Ben J. Ross, Mrs. B. G. Crowley and
others who are associated with the Alwaye
Rural Medical Mission.

Staff. _

The Rev. K. C. Joseph, M. A, Assistant
Lecturer in English, left the College in
May last and joined the Staff of the Madras
Christian College. Mr. K. Seshadri, M. Ay
Acting Liectuver in Philosophy, left in

April. We take this opportunity to express
our sense of appreciation of the services
rendered by them to the College.

Miss R. &. Thomas, B. A. (Hons.) has
joined the Staff as Tutor in English in
place of the Rev. K. C. Joseph.

Mr. C. P. Mathew, M. a., a member of
the College Fellowship, went to England
in January 1939 as the Indian member
of the Post-Tambaram Team and return-
ed at the beginning of this academic year.
We greatly value the fresh contacts that
he has established for the College with
friends in the West.

Library.

Mr. T. 8. Venkataraman, . A., con-
tinues as the Librarian. The total number
of volumes in the Library now is about
7200. We take in about 20 periodicals for
the College Reading Room and get 20
magazines published by various insti-
tutions in India in exchange for our
College Magazine.

The College Magazine.

The Magazine continues to be published
twice a year under the joint editorship of
Mr. T.1. Pooner and Mr. D. P. Unni.
The annual subscription is As. 12. One
page of the magazine is reserved for news
relating to old students.

Grants.

We gratelully acknowledge receipt of
the following grants from the University
of Travancore :— ‘
Equipment grant for 1937-'38

Rs. 1416 10 12

Do. 1938’39 1786 0 O
Hostel Maintenance Grant
for 1937-'38 1580 0 O



Our financial position gives us some
anxiety. As the result of our being now a
purely Travancore College we shall lose
every year about 50 students who used to
come to us from Cochin and Br. Malabar.
This means a fall in our fee income of
about Rs. 6200. At the time of our join-
ing the Travancore University the
Government very kindly assured us that
they would be willing to view with sym-
pathy our request for special financial
assistance, and we hope that the Govern-
ment will come to our rescue and help us
to meet the deficit caused by the loss of
non-Travancore students.
Scholarship-holders and Prize-winners

for the Year. J
(The list is published separately.)

The Athletic Association.

The playing of games has gone on as
vigorously as usual this vear. A fresh
interest has been added to this side of our
activities through the Travancore Uni-
versity organising tournaments in the
vaiious games amongst its -colléges.  Most
of these took place during the second
term.  The Colleges were divided for this
purpose into two zones. 'The northern
zone consisted of the C. M. 8. College,
Kottayam, St. Berchmans’ College,
Ghnnganacherry, and ourselves. We c;n-
tended with each othey in the different
gaines on the grounds of one or other of
us, and our College was finally successfu]
In winning the Football, Hockey anq
Basketball. Early in December oyy teains
for these games travelled to Trivandeum,
to meet the winners of the southern zone
in the finals. Some excellent 1natches

resulted. First in Basketball we were

defeated by the Science College, Trivan-
drum, after a close struggle. We then
defeated the Arts College in Hockey ; and
lastly again lost to the Science College in
Football, the winning goals being scored
in the concluding minutes of u replay of
the match, after a goalless dvaw the first
day. These well-contested matches pro-
vided plenty of excitement and were much
enjoyed. The sports are to take place i.n
Trivandram early in the third term. This
meebing was held in the third term last
year after cur College Day. We may
therefore now record that we then sent &
team to compete in it. The result was
gratifying. Our teamm wen the Challenge
Cup, and one of its members, Mr, Kurien
Joseph, was the Champion Athlete.

Our own inter-hostel tournament took
place during the second term as usual.
The hostels were divided into thvee units,
the North Tast Hostel, the Holland
Hostel, and New and Tagore Hostels
combined. The Holland Hostel won most
points for the games but the New and
Tagore Hostels, followed by the North
Last, were well ahead in the sports and
when the points for these two parts were
taken together the result was a victory
for the New and Tagore Hostels with 97%
points, with the North Hast Hostel as
vanners up with 77 points, and the
Holland Hostel third with 64} points:
The champion athlete on Sports Day was
Mr. V. G. Philip with 34} points, an un-
usually large number to his credit. The
Panicker Memorial Inter-hostel Hockey
Tournament was won by the North Basb
Hostel. Daring the Onam Vacation our
Football and Basketball Teams went for



a tour in British Malabar and played a
number of friendly matches.

On the occasion of H. H. The Maha-
raja’s Birthday Celebration Sports meet
in Kottayam in November a team of four
of our students, Messrs. K. Kurien Joseph,
M. E. Cherian, V. G. Philip and Peter
Kuruvilla, won the Relay Race. The prize
for this event was a shield. These students
have offered their trophy to the College to
be held as a Challenge Shield to be award-

, ed to the Hostel winning the Relay Race
in the College Annual Sporbs. We con-

gratulate these students of ours on their

success, and gratefully acknowledge their

graceful and generous gift.
College Societies.

The Mathematical Association.

There were four meetings at which

papers were read by students on the

following subjects :—
The History of the i
The Story of Reckoning

Decimal Notation.
the Middle

Ages.
Planets. ‘
Some faults of style in Mathematical
Composition.
President : M- T g, Venkataraman
Seeretary : » O C. Uthup

The Philosophical Association. .

This association Was founded w_rth the

f helping students to think out
problems for themsel\.res’

Jate interest in Phi]ﬂSOp'ﬂ.lC&l

them. Bight meetings

far, and @ few more are

ng this term.'

purpose ©
philosophical
and to stimu
discussions among
have been held 50 :
acted to be held durl
My K. Jacob

p. T. Koshy

exp
President :
Secretary : »

The Natural Science Association.

The Association began its activities
enrly this year. Three meetings were held
in the course of the year. Messrs. N. G,
Paualose and C. A. Isaac read intexesting
and instructive papers on ‘ Coloured
Nature,” and ‘Sky at Night' vrespectively,
The wembers are taking a keen interest
in the activities of the Association.

President : Mr. T. C. Joseph
Secretary: ,, P.T. Markose

The College Dramatic Society.

The College Dramatic Society had
another year of useful activity. The
members co-operated with the Social
Service Lieague in getting up the annual
Variety Entertainment. The Society will,
tonight, put on boards two dramas
“ Mrinalini” in Malayalam and “ She
Stoops to Conquer ” in English, Mr. P,
Krishnan Nair of Class IV was elected
Secretary at the beginning of this year
and Messrs. P. Krishna Pillai and T. V.
Ramanujam continued to be joint Presi-
dents of the Society.

The College Social Service League.

As usual the Lieague has been carrying
on its work in the following directions :—

The Malayalam Primary School seeks
to spread education among the poor chil-
dren in the neighbourhood. The tota)
strength of the school this year is about,
60. Of these, about 10 were given slates
and books free.

The Economic Investigation and Relief
Departinent has rendered some help to
the people in the locality by building and
repairing huts, distributing rice among
the poor, maintaining sick people during



the period of their illness and wmeeting
the initial expenses of some farmers in
their agricultural work by giving them
loans.

Tlfe Health and Sanitation Department
has been trying to investigate the sanitary
condition of the neighbouring people to
see if any help can be rendered in that
direction. Sports are annunally conduct-
ed for the children and prizes distributed,
This year also the sports were conducted
during the 2nd term

(on Saturday the
16th December).

The Committee for the purchase and
sale of secondhand books brought about
Rs. 25/- worth of used books at the end
of last year and sold them at the begin-
ning of this year at a small profit, which
is a source of income for tne Lieague. It
proposes to continue the work this year
also.

The Annual Variety Entertainment,
which is the chief sourse of income for
the League, was held this year on the
16th of August. The total collection
amounted to Rs. 7!/12/- and after de-
ducting the total expenditure of Rs. 18—

0—5, we have a balance of Rs. 24—11—17
President .

Gen, Secretary ;

Mr. K. C. Chacko

T. M. Joseph
Primary School -
Conveners: My, . 8. Venkataraman
» W A Abraham

HEeonomie Investigation q
Conveneys :

d Rel-icf.
E’Il K. V. 'h{ani

w M. R, Cherian
Health and Sanitation -

Conveners: My, (. p, Andreys

n % Abrahgyy

10

Purchase and Sale of secondhand books.
Conveners:  Mr. T C. Joseph
K. A% Abraham
Variety Iintertainment :
Conveners :  Mr. M. G. Koshy
N. l'{-.u-'indl':mmtha-?
Nalr

1]

"

The Associated Societies

With Mr. A. Aravamuda Ayyengar 88
President and Mr. C. J. Abraham 88
Secretary, the Associated Socicties has
maintained its role as a federation of all
the Societics of the College. By way of
set-off to the customary Inaugural meeb-
ing which could not be arranged owing
to seasonal and other difficulties a speci“l
meeting was arranged on Friday, the
17th November, at which Mr. Frank
Wheutly, Klocution Expert, gave o
enjoyable and instructive digcourse %
Elocution  Under the 3 cieties’ auspice®
a test debate wa- held on the 29th of the
same month for selecting speakers for B
Inter-Collegiate Duobate arranged by the
St. Thomas College, Trichur. Messt
M. 8. Thomas and K. Ahraham repres”
ented the College at the dcbate which
was held on the 2nd December- T0°

annual elocution competition was held of

the 13th December, Geyen speake™

spoke ab seven minugey notice on Bh®
theme that Malayalam should be ke
medium of instruction in the University
of Travancore ; in the vesult Mr. K- .
Gf*mge of Class IV was adjudged as i
Winney, ’l‘heimpl‘ession that the co’
Petition left in the minds of the juds®
and other competent gbgeryers was ghat
more time should he given to the comP?



f a higher level of
e secured-
Debating Society

with o

titors for preparation 1
speaking should b
The Literary aud
yvities began
¢ on the jmpres-

The ycut"s actt
lecture of the Presiden
sions and expericnces 5 his recenb visib
to Great Britain The Society kept up
its  tradition debuting ghe most
sensational topics of the day 38 can h.e
m the subjects discussed ghis
Tndian National

of

seen {ro
yezw—-whether
Congress Wus i
pary action o M.
India should

1 i is her
assistance to in th

Tne proueeliiﬂgf' of

hour of need ete:
one wele conduct.ed

one of the jueeblngs
in Malayalam ghis year

a
this year hav
noon and nA
ance was aniford

President *

GQoerebarics ? >
urien Joseph

Assoﬂiation

1

The Historical
e ASSOGi:LtiOll‘h\:::-e e
ducted on the
six ordinary

of the

a one 51)ch

eeting®

meeting
B !el‘ﬁlh

M. 16by
N Abmhmn

1’ i -
: FellowshiP

President
Secretary :
The Student
The Agsociationt
activities and was e
ing ten Biblo ircles,
and onc Night

jstial
ontl its v&ﬂed
¢ 3

Lantern lectures and prayer meetings

The
sisting of 14

were also conducted as in the past-

Executive Committee con

jucmbers used to meet every week for
prayer-
President : M. V. M. Tetyerah

Vice-President: PDeacon P A. Abraham

Secretary * Mr. P. A. Abraham

The Alwaye Settlement

The total strength of the Settlmend
B ys B¢ ool this year 13
191 ol last yeit. The numbor of ves Jdent
s (b5 and thab of the t shiend
Gels’

five

203 as AgUNsL

boys ! girls

30.

girls were newly

the Qettlement School 18

d

begmaing ot th

at
Wwelve boys 2D
admitted ab the
geven boys We

is school
year. ve presented for the
v. 8. L.C Fxamination of last year, of
whom four The
number of boys andergoing vocational

training

came oub sucecessful

is as follows :—

Carpentry 12
Weaving and spinning 9
Rattan work 2
[eather work 1
"Tailoring 1
Laundry 2

While special ¥
thu
boys 10 residence

seational braining 18
¢ being given b0 @ select few, all the
get b
their education by hav-

pgage in

he benefit of o
wuat-ionnl bias in

ing to ¢ agriculture  OF gome

industry for about a couple of hours each

day. & special class has been opened at
the Girls’ School for teaching some of

th

and domestic sule

o older girls rattn work, needle work

nee besides other sub-

jects of general uscefulness sach as practi-

cal avithmetie, hygicone, geography cbes



The carpentry workshop has made re-
markable progress in the year under
review. Orders for furniture have been
coming in vegularly, though since
September there is a considerable fall on
account of the war. About Rs. 2000/-
worth of furniture have been sold during
the year. A permanent indusétry building
has been erected on the foundations of
the old temporary sheds to house the
carpentry and weaving departments.
This building is named Swingler Mem-
orital after the late Rev. A« C. Swingler, a
friend and supporter of the Settlement
for years, the money required for the
building having been given by Mrs.
Swingler. ‘Khadi' weaving has been
recently started as a new experiment
since the introduction of spinning also in
the weaving department this yean.

The most important event in the life
of the Settlement during the year under
review was the opening of the Alwaye
Settlement Colony at Chalakkudi in the
Cochin State. The idea of starting agri-
cultural colonies for the boys trained at
the Settlement has been in the minds of
the originators of the Settlement from
the very beginning of the venture.
Request for gifts of land were made to

the Travancore and Cochin Governments.
The site of the present colony neal
Chalakkudi comprising 200 acres of land
was given by the Cochin (overnment
about five yeurs ago. The first batch of
five colonists—youny depressed class men
brained at the Settlement—iwere ready
last year. And thanks to the Islay Tr‘tl.&‘t»
and a few friends whose timely gl?ts
provided the funds required for initial
expenses such as buildings etc., the long-
cherished dream of the Settlewent ab last
took shape. The colony wuas lorally
opened on the 18th of March 1939 by the
Hon'ble Dr. A. R. Menon, Minister of
Cochin. Each colonist is given u cottage
to live in, and about 3 acres of lund be-
sides initial financial help for agricultur®
and goat-keeping which is now one of the
major occupations supplementary 0
agriculture. It is hoped that hesides ab-
sorbing a good many of the young mel
trained at the Settlement, the present
colony, and similar ones to be started
later in Travancore as well, will help t0
build up a sell-respecting, self-supporting
community from among the landless,

poverty-stricken depressed classes in this
areg.

et e e

COLLEGE DAY
PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS

MJ:. Satyamurti, in the course of his
speech, said : “Democracy is true

majority rule. It is coming to the

country. Iirst the majorities and mino.
rities mnst change their complexion.

12

believe i
rlemofraizn 3-;'!{001‘:1(:}, + You cannot have
racy  diluted g .

Vith  communalisme
Aubocmcy, -~ muna

Aanisin and gommuna-



lism are inconsistent with modern secular
democracy. If we must live as a nation,
we must develop democracy on sound
lines and principles. If our country is
to come oubt suceesstul in the present
struggle, the people of this country, the
intellectuals included, should think, speak
and act in termms of truth whatever the
cost. I'bis is the message, if any, I
should like holding out to you."

Appeal to the Travancore Govern-
ment,

My. Satyawurti next congratulated the
successfully
the Madras
appealed to
and its en-

authorities of the College on
adopting the high ideals ol
Christian College. He also
the Travancore Government
lightened Dewan to make good the loss
sustained by the College, consequent on
the resultant loss in strength owing to 1ts
affiliation” to the University of Travan-
core. In emphasising this point, the
Prosident added that it was in the fitness
of things that the Travancore University
should see its way to afford assistance to
this College in the light of the fact that

a prominent position in the

it occupied o
the Travancore

academic structure of

University-. |
Putting forth a strong plea h}r t.l.ua

residential systewn and co-education in

colleges, the President commended the

bold step taken in admitting girl sFudentT

to the College this year as an experimenta

measure.

Women’'s Education.

¢ from other yengons,” Mr. Habya-

n India have not yet
uever

“Apar
murti said,
become a fivst-ra

“ el .
te nation and will

13

becoine one until our men and women
pull their full weight together in the in-
tellectual, political, social und economic
life of onr country. You
peculiarly  fitted

Women's education
Travancore.

Travancore
for  this task.
stands highest in
India has to be where it is,
as long as this high level of women’s
education is to be found only in the per-
centages in reports and other siatistical
statements.

n
are

So it is up to you, young
men and young woen, to conduct your-
selves as dutiful sons and daughters of
India after you emerge victorious in your
final examinations. [ therefore nnplore
you most warmly that here in this college
you will all strive to create a miniature of
that New India which we all dream and
work for,”

Advice to Students.

Continuing, Mr. Satyamucti said : “We
as a race are nobt as dewonstrative as we
should be. Young people should be
occastonally demonstrative.  Prematuve
seriousness on the part of young men
is a vital defect of omr race. Be
more kicky. This is part of our real
living. Young men ate to play a pre-
eminent role in the advancement of this
country in the pregnant days to come. It
is well that you are educated in the
physical sphere of sports and athletics
for it is incumbent upon you, young men,
to organise the defence and wmilitia of a
free India."” :

Drawing pointed attention to the art
of public speaking and its vital importance
in modern democracy, the speaker depre-
cated manuseript eloquence and advised



the students to take live interest in the Ideal of the College.

debates on current politics Concluding, Mr. Satyamurti 5ﬂ1dl=
Intellectual Happiness. “ May this College grow frcm strergtt;

Dealing nest with the problem of the  to strength, may the staff and stu(.ell :
educated unemployed, M. Satyamurti live in friendship and harmony reluell:l
observed that it was betterto be an educat- bering that this College was starte):d L
ed unemployed than an uneducated un- the nume of the great founder L:'lE F;llt'115-
employed. The educated unemployed  bianity. We who do not worship in the
could find intellectual and spiritual happi-  same gemple are taught by our Lord to
ness by going through the works of respect him who is a follower of t.h(f:t
Shakespeare, Kalidass and Kambav Almighty, whatever the form and mcthf) ‘
whereas the uneducated unemployed could of his worship. This is the principle. for
only have a fatalistic oatlook oa life which my religion stands and all religions
and curse his stars. Mr, Satyamurt sug- stand. So if vour College can propagate
gested that the namerous unemployed this ideal, then you can be counted upon
graduates could participate profitably in an as having attained meritorious success:
anti-illiteracy campaign. The women and ~ Tuen only can you be said to be the

men graduates being the tovch-b avers of  disciple of the Madras Christian College
the University could saccessfully under-  of which I too was a student.”
take this task.

THE CAMERA

(K. V. M)
wonder whether it is something

sce  people using the
peculiar with me, this feeling of in- Camera in an easy, casual, business-like
tense excitement whenever I get anything way as if it is something that does nob
new. It does not matter much whether  iwatter much, I feel a litile scandalized
it is costly or not costly, interesting or 1 feel that they are slighting it. As
not interesting. Wven an ordinary pencil for me, I can never hold the Camert
will do. You can imagine therefore the  steadily in my bands, and the moment
great excitement with which I took home I begin to click it, 1 get the feeling thab
a brand-new box-camera from the College I am going to do something sens gLichJfL1
Photographic club- 1 could not bring  and my hands shike 5 sfznsa Nf;
myself to hold it by the leather strap. I wonder then, that 1 1 llmse“‘bl)" to
thought it would be an insult to it. So  get the mos;t. origin 1& w!d.Fs Inanage s
I bore it on my palms oll the way home,  origingl & ‘ gma .01 photographs
L ginal m a very peculiar way. Once,
and placed it in @ very prominent place tried d
on the table so that I might look at it ing.
often.

Whenever 1

L new trick to overcome this feel-

Sgt?ing the Cawmera well tocussed
on the object—I have trieq only station
14



ary objects till now and have not much
hope of passing on to the moving ones—
I tried to forget myself, to persuade my-
self that it was nothing very extraorli-
nary, that at this very moment, the same
thing was being done perhaps by Mr.
So-and-so. When the proper stage of
self-forgetfnlness was reached, 1 pressed
the button suddenly. Bat alas! it was
not to be- my hands shook right enough
and 1 daved not develop the film. From
this time onwards I have abandoned this
idea also, realising that it is one of the
very few moments when 1 cannot forget
myself.

I have tried to find why I should fail
thus. I, whoam so brave and courageous
on greater and more strennous oceasions,
to fail miserably before this chip of a
Camera, while lesser men just trifle with
it! Canit be because I have not got
used to 1t ? Quite possible, for I have
used the Camera only very rarely. Some-
times I would merely look at familiar
objects through it—it gave very new and

cometimes revolutionary images of ordi-

1ings—but for the miost part it was
just remaining idle on the mb]:‘i (3“3

ding it with meditative
day, as I was regmdmg it “ft 8
I got a curious iden into my head.
f the Camera Was looking
e, pensive, wide-
all the time—how
e! too big

nary tl

eves,
It seemed as i
at me through its larg
open eye, looking atl:m] b
well the lens resembice 3
perhaps for the rest of the body, 't]ljlitig::
more prominent for that. Once

- kly. and next
had come, it deveiopﬂd_ qmc}-;[}' ':I:ee?ned
dav when I looked at it agains o™

y gh seeing N

to have seen everything WOt o
e me of course—
(=]

the room—includiz o

Unable
the appeal in its eye, I took it for a stroll
in the streets. By this time, my fancy
had become almost an obsession. T felt
that I was carrying a small creature with
me, with a life and individuality of its
own, looking around at everything with
its prominent cye and enjcying itself and
ab thnes turning towards me in approba-
tion. I might have been
young dog or a cat.

was asking for more. to vesist

carrying a
Feeling rather un-
casy, I returned very soon, and placed it
in its usual plice.

Do you think that I am rather singular
i my ideas? Quite possibly, vou do.
In fact, I myself was thinking like that.
But very soon, I had oceasion to find that
at least to some extent, other people also
shared my feelings. One fine evening, I
took the Camera for a stroll, this time
into the fields behind my house. Thev
were pumping out water by the whee!;
huge wooden structures, with ]ef.wef;
glistening in the sun, moving slowly on
their pivots under the measured tread of
numerous pairs of feet, with their own
ereaking sound blending with the songs
of the men. It was very fascinating and
I wanted to catch it on the filn, though
I might not be able to do it well. So, 1T
went near, adjusted the Camern and was
just on the point of pressing the button,
when all the men turned towards me.
Were they looking at me, 1 wondered ;
but they had no rveason to. 1 was just
standing there casually with my face
turned towards the glass sereen. Then I
realised that they were all looking at the
Camera. Ah! it was the eye ! the large,
wide open eye staring at them, and draw-



ing their own eyes towards itself. T felt
rather uneasy again and returned home.
The wheels went on turning.

You see therefore, the idea is not some-
thing peculiar to me. In some measure
at least, it is shared by many others, and
possibly, by you too. For me, the Camera
can never be what it used to be, a mere
contrivance to obtain pictures; it has a
own. Whenever I
the large
variety with its three legs and a head
always in mourning—I feel myself win-
cing a little under its stare. Tt seems to
be examining me, seeing me through and
through. Curious eh? What complex

rersonality of its

stand before it—especially

will you call it 2 The Camera com plex ?
Well, call it anything, T only know that
it is intensely real to me,

This article was intended to be written
for the previous issue of the magazine,
but later I thought that I had better not
write it then. Most probably, some poor
soul, intending to join the Photographic
Club, would, after reading all this, get the
same complex into his head too, feel the
Sdme uneasiness towards the Camera and
decide to have nothing to do with it after
all. Aund why deprive him of this innocent

diversion-—the only one perhaps, available
here—and.... .well. .. . cause g

loss of
Rs. 2 to the Photographic Glub 2

THE TOILER

I

I‘m not the pot-bellied lender
counting and recounting his coins ;
Nor am I the priest who commits atro-

cities under the cloak of religion ;
Nor the modern scientist busily engaged
in inventing machines of destruction-
II
I’m the humble peasant who with his in-
defatigable labour turns drops of pers-
piration into golden globules of grain ;
I'm the tawny toiler breaking stones by
the wayside in the scorching sun ;
I'm the oppressed, I'm the downtrodden.

ITI

Revolution ! O Revolution !!

The spirit of revolution has breathed 5
new life unto my slumbering soul.

Never more will I allow miyself to be ex-
ploited by the greedy money makers.

1zoney
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v

Tremble and tobter,

For I've risen from

At the flame of star

brand-new by

A society whey
man ;

Where green-eyed

ye mnneyéd ones !
my age-long stupor,
vation will I forge a
pe of society —

€ man shall pet exploit

. Jealousy anq brazen
laced hypocrisytsha N0t mar the frg-
grant sevenity of life ; J

Where Peace a3 Plenty

. shall reign sn-
A%

To engy one will I giye According to his
needs, and from, ever

ing to his capacity,
Neither wang nor gluf

i shall be heard of,

shall he equally wel] off



VI

Arci you, capitalism, trying to camouflage
your real nature by pious phrases and
sugar-coated words ?
Are you the next moment swearing and

muttering and denouncing ?

Go_ on, go on with your paroxysm of dy
ing rage ... J
1\‘ um.bmed are your days on earth
Tor 1 have become I. ,
GoPINATH KALADY

II U. C.

MARTHANDA VARMA, THE NEW TRAVANCORE
STATE AND WESTERN TRADERS

(Glimpses of Trava

ew Indian States afford so rieh mate-

vials for historical pesearch a8 Tra-
vangove which oceupies & anique Posi-
tion in the Indian States System, nok
of the fayoured geogri
natural re-
igh calturul
the indus-

alone by reason
phical position and immense
 sources of the land, the h
level, the cducational adyance,
frinl awakening and politicn-l conscions-
ness of its people, bub qlso because of the
its ruling house with its age-

n for tolerance, statesumnly
tlook: Though

furies sinee

antiquity of
?ong reputatio
insight and proglrcssi\-’ﬂ on

it is only less thad pwo cen
pumerous iusiguiﬁcﬂnt

extreme south-west
; the modern
T ravancore: there are
holding ghat the

the congeries of
principalities in the

of Indin hecame merged in
compact state of
abundant reasobs for

Kc"“'zofpa:ﬁ:i story of @ cnmpamtiwly
Seate of rPravancore

of the sW of the
erumnls blindly
is lliStU]'ic&“y
state of

recent origin of the
on the disinLegmhinu
last of the Cheramanl
accepted by Dutch writers
unsound and that the

Venad, the nucleus f modern rl‘_r:wan-
core, dates back to the carlicst perlﬂﬁ [.)f
recorded Indian History* While it is

origiiml
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neore in Dutel Times)

true that two hundred years ago Tr
core acquired fresh prestige :nd .lfwan-
tance owing to the heroism abilitlmlmr—
statesmanship of a prince,who ly e
establish his position after facing ki
odds and combating the forces ? T
aparchy, the disappearance of Ow}jeud;?,l
such a matter of regret to the v TCh'IE
nut}_mr of ¢ Malabar and the Dute}zs.a tfle
earliest history is not altogether mcb,l =
\t pr?senh, while the decipherinr; Eank.
cient inseriptions and the uumz 110' ok
the Vattezhuthu decuments 0: lng'of
date can claim no finality, it may SRR
lm.ssi\'mlc to piece izngt--the-r a nﬂ-l‘;.'::.t' Lok be
ering the entire history of t:h:e .
from the earliest times to the ,Smte
w‘hich will satisfy the exacting tplesent
]usFm'ical scholarship.  DBut f;;. tEStB .Df
torian of the modern period the .e o
left by t;‘,]e Portuguese, the Dauat Tcords
pancs and the 'rench about thei c ]1’ ‘the
in this patt of Tndia ought to throl doings
reliable information on the hi W m‘lch.
south-western India during the 151301‘}’ .
ous epoch which (‘-f‘lmne';ced 1?2;11{311'5-
arrival of modern Iiuropean na,t:;:]; the
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tion could thus be garnered from the
writings of modern nations who have
traded on the Malabar Coast, and no more
fruitful field of historical research is open
to the new University of Travancore
than the exploitation of this material.
When the Portuguese came fo the ex-
treme south of Malabar, their transac-
tions were mainly with the rulers of
Quilon., It was only during the fag-end
of their career in Malabar that the Por-
tuguese came into direct contact with
Travancore princes. The predatory in-
stincts of the Portuguese which were
directed more than once against Hindn
Temples made it inevitable that self-
respecting rulers like the king of Travan-
core at the close of the sizteenth century
felt it their duty to curb the Portuguese
power. Sufficient Portuguese material is
not yet available in English translationg
to enable us to study in detail the exact
position and it is fo be devoutly hopeq
that the English translation of the Diary
of Archbishop Mengzes and olher wri.
ings of a similar pature would soon be
released to the public. The Dufch ang
the English have, however, left copious
writings which will throw much light on
the economic and political condition of
the times and will present in  bold reljef
the aims and achievements of Bala Ma)-
thanda Varma, the maker of moderp
Travancore, around whose name hgg
gathered a halo of sanctity akin to thgg
which the Scotchman associates with the
illustrious names of Wallace and Bryce.
The achievements of thisruler are gy}
stantial and will bear comparison witp
those of any of the great figures of hig.

tory. Tired of the misery and anarchy
caused by the weak rule of numerouns in-
significant chieftains, Marthanda Varma
enterfained the noble ambition of evolving
order out of chaos and welding the entire
Malayalam speaking area into a compach
state: This aim of his came into conflict
with the designs of the Dutch Fast India
Company who were anxious of carving an
empire on the Malabar Coast. T'he Dutch
who had appeared on the counst of Malabar
in the early years of the seventeenth
century had overthrown the Portuguese
power in Malabar by 1663 and during the
next quarter of g century they had ve-
duced the raler of Cochin to a position of

absolute subordination, They wished 10
carry on the same

; policy with other
Princes,

It was Marthanda Varma of

Travancore whe finally compelled the
Dutch to uive up  these

jects. With the assisty
merchunts gt Anjengo
fered him money and g
ed by Maravan physi
Brahmin bryip power
Tesources of (heg
merchants, he w
Dutch ang Create

ambitious pro-
nce of the English
who liberally of-
rms, and support-
Tamil
and the economiC
¥ and Syrian Christian
a5 able to defy the
& compact state. 1P
war waged by Mar-
4 2gainst the Dugch which

the Frengy -lltch WbO had anticipated
establigl, 11.1? making an attempt 1O
s Wh'I;O llti(:‘,ﬂ.l dominion ¢op Indian
of the Du:(jllh 15 true that the opposition
thanda, v, :Olnpa?y frustrated Mar-
Pan-Kepy), lé?l&s designs of oreating ®
that py tate, enough wag dome bY
Prince to make available the bless

cal force,



ings of a well-organised polhity to a consi-
derable portion of the Malayalam speak-
ing country and to end for ever all Dutch
ambitions Malabar. The
genius of Marthanda Varma, his shrewd
business instincts and his undoubted
claims to statesmanship are clearly dis-
cernible to impartial students of the re-
cords left behind by the English mer-
chants of Anjengo and the Dutch Com-
mandeurs of Cochin—authorities none 0o
anxious to paint hin in the most favour-
able light.

3. When the Portuguese came, the
Malayalam speaking country was divided
among numerous princedoms, :l.nlerfl-
vancore was a very small principality 10
the south. By the close of the sixteenth
century, visions of a greater 'I:l‘-'t\’&llcm'e
had begun to dawn upon the Travancore
ruler whose plans had already begun t_o
UpSBt. the Porbllgllese' Even_before filhls
latter nation was finally eliminated from
the coast of Malabar, the Duteh h?ﬁ
begun to seek the fl.iendsh?p of.the sma

: . The historian of the
rulers of Malabfhl- tells us thab
Dutch Fast India Compary . of the
in January 1650, ab the requ;‘du camp-
Raja of Travancore who was the

i {ayain-
Ing at a pagoda, & mile south fit{:;} -
kulani, Dutch merchants VIS

Travancore raler who 316! r?':e::wro}'alty
Presonts usually offered £ o ::;e visitors
by Western merchants made ling £0
Understand that he Wo° ?;er);":v 0011;t1')'-
allow the Dutch 0 trade ™ fl':i,eudlv in-
The higtorian adds that the Jelu‘tmzle in
Vitation to the Duteh t(:- (::nothel' ;}i.m,
howeve iaft - Raja’s

(&

in military

Travancore had,
for aftey ghe werchant®
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presence they received a visit from the
Rajador of Travancore with the request
that the image of the god Subrahmanya
which had been taken from the Tri-
chendur Temple by the Dutch by might
be banded over as a present to His
Highness. The subsequent war of
Travancore with the Raja of Cochin
however acted us a check to the progress
of Dutch commerce in Travancore. After
the Dutch took Quilon from the Portu-
guese in 1661 they had some trouble
with Travancore and on 31st March 1662
a treaty of friendship was entered into
between the Dutch and the Raja of
T'ravancore. The treaty of 1632 stipu-
lated perpetual peace between the Com-
pany and the Raja. Terms implying
abject subordination of the Raja to the
Dutch were mentioned in this treaty and
the Raja was promised after faithful
observance of the treaty on his part for
eight months a present of several guns
and 15,000 fanams in specie. A further
treaty concluded between the Dutch and
Travancore on 27th April 1665 contained
mutual promises of friendship and assis-
tance and stipulated that the pepper
would be exclusively sold to and that
opium would not be imported but by the
Company, that no wild cinnamon would
be allowed to be exported or ever collected
and that all goods imported by the Dutch
would be duty-free but that their exports
would be liable to the established duties.

4. Tinglish merchants on the Malabar
Coasb wrote that to nmmber the insolences
committed by the Dutch against the
(ool-kings of Malabar were matter of
laughter or grief or both. They con-



sidered it pathetic to sece the Dutch
Company play Emperor in Cochin over
a king who was able to bring 100,000
Nairs in the field but was now allowed
by the Dutch only 15 shillings a day for
all charges and service, the Dutch com-
manding the customs in the rivers, the
royal rents and taxes and fines, judge-
ments and executions, moncpolies of
tobacco, salt, wheat ete., throughout all
the country. “ In a word all pallmyroes
and coconuts pay onc zerafine per cent ;
which will so much profit thews that they
and none but they could supply the
east coast from Cape Comorin to Porto
Novo, where they were sold for 14 reals
of eight the thousand-”  They had
ordered this throughout all the Malabar
Jand which had so exasperated the natives
that at any mowent the natives might
rebel. Surely this could not always be
and eventually the Dutch aims at mono-
polistic purchase of Malabar goods at
rates below the market price failed. It
was Travancore which dealt the crushing
blow to the Dutch.

5. During the early days of the Dutch
in Malabar the kings of Travancore were
Ravi Varma Kulasckhara (1610-'62),
Rama Varma (1662-'71) and Aditya
Varma (167:-'77), the second of these
being the *‘ Travancoter’ of the Batavia
Diary dealing with Dutch Conquests in
Malabar. These were small princes and
their territories were small. Travancore
ended two hours march north of Tenga-
patanam, o port in Vilavancodu Talug
and comprised only the southern extre-
mity of the present state embracing an
ares of 700 sq. miles (35X20) or about

one-tenth of the wreu of the present state.
Bllavadat  Swarupam  (Wostarakara),
Peritalla (Nedumangad) and Desinganad
(Quilon) were, when the Duteh fivst
appeared on the const, practically inde-
pendent principalities bordering on and
intermixed with Truvancore and Attingal
on the north-east and north. These
and other states up to but excluding
Purakad and  Vadakkwnkur in the north
were however sometines reckoned as
really pavt of Travancore, as could be
seen from the description of the political
{ii:{:{‘“a}"h}’ ._ ,(-J,[- \ Malabar in Van Rheede’s
: woir (1677). At the end of the seven-
tea_anth century, Travancore is still des-
cribed in Dutch records as g vassal of the
Queen of Attingal.

‘tJ. It was in the mterests of the
Putch to keepup a large nuimber of small
ndependent principalitios whigh could be
under their thumb by the Dutch. Until
Marthanda Varmg of Tr{w:mcm:e whose
carly troubles gra well-known and need
not here be recordeq cime to power, the
D.utch did not definitely uivi u ;he'f
A1ms ab commereigl munopZIy :mt’] terr;-

Yy in Malabar. But the
1ab prince i . .

changed the whole 'l‘i[}l“ul;] ;E“‘\;hl“i‘:m
politics, 71 pnt I - Malabar
Polities.  Capefyl accounts of the charac-
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character of that monareh and a resume
of the part played by him in enlarging
the boundary of Travancore and control-

ling its cconomic life ave all that is
attempted. The retiring Dutch Com-

mandeur at Cochin who wrote his memoir
for his successor in 1743 describes Mar-
thanda Varma, born in 1706, as an able
and untiving prince. His aim to incor-
porate the whole of Malabar into one
state ran counter b0 Dutch designs, and
hence it is nob surprising thab he is des-
as conceited and arrogant. He
had alveady annexed Attingal, Ellada
Swarupam and Peritallys His further
aims to annex Desinganad (Quilon) and
ht the Dutch into
Before he came to

cribed

Kayamkulam broug
conflict with him.

the throne there Was alveady & move on
the part of neighbouring princes t0 crush

But the ability and ambi-

Travancoye.
gned

tion of Marthanda Varma who rei
from 1729-1758 frustrated all thes.e
designs. After subduing his own rebfalltll-
ous vassals, he began to absorb 1ne1Z E
bouring kingdoms: The conquest t]?e
Peritalli and Tlayadabbu E_:‘vwarup&m,h_ ;
peacetul absorption of %ﬁtmga‘l on : 1;5
T'ravancore had a clam hhmfli- R
mother, and the practical absmIE k.)akad)
« Marta " (between (Quilon andh fullt -that
alarmed the Dt W P.Ut'c te:ests to
it was imperative in ‘their 10 ;
maintain the positio

of arhitrators 10 Malabar, :m. e
the further exp£11151011 of 1ra

ilon.
; Jam an Qu
ol Kﬁ}"‘mku thab the gystemn

teh had ep
o ok .
rbitrators in Malabd

the cost
Dutch quthorities

under which the Du
to act as &

with a tribute 1
products to be delivered at a price much
below that of the market had broken
down. The action of asingle ambitious
prince showed that the only alternatives
open to the Dutch Company were either
to maintain ordinary commercial settle-
ments like the English and Danish
factories on the coast or to establish its

content themselves

sovereignty over the coast. In @ mis-
guided moment the Dutch decided on the
latter alternative. The idea was to seize
the whole country from Colachel to Cape
Comorin and make a Dutch province of
it and make further annexations in the
porth. But the scheme miscarried. In
August 1741 the small Dutch garrison
at Colachel was attacked by Travancove
and surrendered on the Tth. The native
chiefs now thought that the time had
come to shake off the Company’s yoke
and drive them from the coast: The
Dutch at Cochin were not able to get re-
inforcements from the east owing to
trouble in Java. The situation in Tra-
vancore was made worse when Marthanda
Varma appointed the Dutch deserter
Duyvenshot as general over his troops
and there were between 300 and 400
Dutchbmen in Travancore service. With-
oub reinforcements of disciplined men
the Dutch could do nothing. It was
.dle to contemplate the shedding of the
last drop of their blood in the defence of
Quilon and Cochin. The news from
Java deprived the Company of all its
prestige in  Malabar. Vadakkumkur
which had been conquered in the pre-
evacuated and
con-

yious cam paign  was

the few remaining troops were



centrated in the garrison. In July 1742
the Dutch were actually besieged in their
strong fortress of Quilon. Op the advice
of Duyvenshot various attempts were
made by the Raja to storm it bub he
suffered heavy losses and had to give it
up- It was now rumoured that the
Dutch Governor-General Van ITmhoff was
on his way to the cast with a large fleet
and both sides were willing to come to
terms. The net result was that after
campaigns Marthanda Varma
became more powerful than he had ever
been before, and the Duftch were com-
pelled to recognise all his claims and the
Company dvopped all schemes for terri-
torial acquisitions on the West Coast. In
1753 the Dutch finally came to terms
with Marthanda Varma. They were not
to stand in the way of Travancore absorb-
ing all the petty principalities of south
Malabar and were to supply him with
12000 rupees worth of arms annually on
payment. He on his part was to supply
them with all the piece goods manu-

his with 3000
pepper from his
hereditary possessions (Travancore and
Attingal) at Rs. 65 per candy and two-
thirds of that quantity from the princi-
palities which he had conquered or might
conquer through the neutral attitude of
the Company. By this the Company
reverted to their policy of helping a
native prince in return for a tribute in
kind, for the market price was about
Re. 50/- in excess of the stipulated
price- The Maharaja honestly
tended to the full amount
although he argued that the 2000 candies

four

in country,

candies of

factured
annually

in-
deliver
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to be supplied from lands conquered or
to be conquered were not due as the
Dutch by preventing his absorbing the
Cochin and Calicut kingdoms had not
fulfilled their part of the bargain. Any
how Travancore was now able as a result
of the change in Dutch policy to absorb
all the smaller principalities south of

Cochin and a part of itself. Cochin con-

l.r,inued bo exist because it was under the
immediate protection of the Dutch and
Calicut because the Dutch barred the
way at Cochin. Duteh policy thus help-
ed to create u strong state out of the
numerous principalities of south Malabar
Wil‘:h armies trained by Dutch deserters:
It s held that the first step in the mod-
ernisation of Indian armies took place in
Travancore under Lanoy and Duyvenshot-
f&s Galletti says, the resistance offered by
I‘Ira,mncore to the formidable armies of
_Mysore at a time when they were disput-
ing the British Supremacy in South Ip 1
1s a historical fact of pe | s
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the Rajo assigned certain tracts definitely
to the trade of the English merchants:
The merchants were anxious to get pep-
per at low prices but there were other
profitable markets available, especially
Pandy (Tinnevelly and Madura). The
motive of the Raja in allowing goods to
English merchants was the desire of
getting arms The statements in the
Dutch records and the military despatches
of the English that it was with the help
of the English arms that Marthanda
Varma won his greab yictories are amply
borne out by references in the Angengo
Diary  about the negotiations between
the Raja and the English « A Candy of
ket " was usually the
- Raja’s formula. Rivalry of_ the Dth(?h
and English enabled the Raja to Dhl\t:.un
the best ferms: At Angengo the position
of the English depended entirely upon the
good will of the Raja- ConsetIl_leﬂﬂ}’ they
had to exercise CAre i their dealings
with him- Just as the desire Fo expm.ld
Dorl;"hward bmught the Bﬂia- in Gr.?nﬂ\ct
with the Dutch, $0 the Raja’s desn‘e. to
qrd in the Tinnevelly region
o of the Nawab of the Cax-
the English

pepper fora mus

expand eastw
at the expens
natic who Wwas an
created delicate situ
At the time of
English and ghe F rencll :
factors were deeply gmﬁef‘?‘ ‘:_ 10 R
port promised the [inglish DY
Financial interests %
always permib the ba
ehints haye thele WO o
not always kept bY the

must be urged 0 :
contracts were anfair 80 the !

the country and were only acquiesced in
by the Raja because of his military weak-
Problems connected with the
Rupee-Fanam exchange had always to be
dealt with carefully by the merchants.
The Raja’s desire to use his currency at
Anjengo was vesisted. Towards the close
of his reign the English also felt that the
Trench were occasionally allowed to trade

ness.’

on the Travancore coast in violation of
engagements with ‘the English. Fear of
the Dutch once led the Raja to offer the
whole produce of the country —both
pepper and cloth to the Knglish Company
if they would undertake to protect the
con-coast and guarantee the coast from
invasion Dby other Wuvopeans. The
English did not feel that this was due so
much to his good-will to thern as to his
fears about others. However the English
merchants were anxious not to displease
him and submitted that they must refer
the proposals to Bombay as they were
not competent to give such assurances.
Similarly the demands for artillery and
big guns were evaded while small arms
were given in plenty. In addition to wars
and trade the Raja was interested in
opening up the country and it was during
this reign that the canal connecting Qui-
jon with the south was constructed.
During the closing years of his reign he
was not willing to put captured vebels to
death and often handed them over to the
English to be shipped to distant places.
The statesmanship of this ruler, his vi-
gorous efforts for the peace and pros-
perity of his newly created state, and his
desire t0 prevent unjust commercial ex-
Ploitat.ion without at the same time re-



tarding the prosperity of his people are
all matters which call for fuller elabora-
tion than is possible in this paper.” But
enough has been said here to make it
clear to all keen students of the history of
the state created by Marthanda Varma
and now ruled hy his illustrious descend-

ant who has inaugurated wu University
for the State that there is no dearth of
material for interesting and exacting
historical studies bearing on Travancore
and het peoples,

T. I. PooxEN.

KAMALA

three-storied, gigantic, concrete build-

ing, massive with its terraced por-
tico, overlooks a meadow sublimely pie-
turesque with its brilliant and bright
coloured flowers. Behind this famous
educational institution is a prosperous
little village with cottages, farms and a
small church. Far at the back wild, rug-
ged, blue, gray hills
cally towacds the receding sky. To the
north of this high school liesanold rail-
way track over which the huge one-eyed
monster rattles at every appointed hour
of the day. Almost parallel to this line
yuns a brook from the still mountains on
the other side, with a fexrry quite close to
the school. Consequent on the construc-
tion of a bridge in place of the old ferry,
the old ferryman is aware that he and his
progeny have to face poverty, yet he
makes himself merry amidst the younger
generation of the school, cracking jokes
with them after their day’s work in the

playground.

tower ajesti-

One evening after a strenuous game the
stndents of this institution sat down for
relaxation on the low walls in front of their
hostel adjacent to the school. The sun
was sebbing: The evening train was pass-
ing over the old track and the ferry boats

REGAINED

were plying busily across the stream.
The shallow water, wmore lively than usual,
reflected the gold and silver of the sky.
Music in the neighbouring temple filled
the air-  Yet the boys kept on discussing
theiv so called “ adventures of the dav E
in the school premises. )

The slow advance of a slim and

5 any ad i ]

blue and
red, from the ferry, sent an clectric thrill

through the spine of each youngster. A
lady of youthful charm |yt pale

. , ap-
proached, stopped before the hostel :

: i ate
thh & questioning look and t fncd
quickly away with o sudden blush Lﬁ,‘uri

ous questions and angwers about her
were exchanged among them while P =
nu, the pet of the scholars as well qs. tl

teacl‘hers, watched the receding ﬁgur;: w_:]@
at:.armg eyes, Hll she disappeared f" .
view beyond the sharp bend of th. .Lom
It was certainly pathetie to see 13’e s
one of his melancholy moods

of his sorrow had formeq t.l-u
constant questions but neye
an answer. Now, P
of himself for a mao

an-

annu in
"I'he reason
> subject of
r did he give

ian

nu lost, Possession
: nent ang
sank into pensive gloom.

the hostel he retired tn b
state of body as we

Presently
On reaching

o _ 1 in g weak
s mind gpq dozed
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away till the bell for supper woke him up-
Bath was over and supper finished.
Some had lighted their lamps, and some
were busy arranging books and a few
were seated before their books in a studi-
ous mood. An absolute silence reigned
over the building ;just after prayer. A
. chair was vacant in a room and Pannu
was missing.

There he is alone in the faintly lit
dining room with an open snap album in
front of him. Constantly he raises his
eyes from the book but again stoops for
a closer scrutiny. IHis eyes are fixed
on the photo of a small girl of rare
beauty. This girl is the lost sister of
Pannu. In her seventh year she was lost
by her parents in a vast crowd that flock-
ed to witness the grand birthday cele-
brations of their ruling sovereign. The
bereaved - pavents made every effort but
in vain to trace their darling Kamales-
wari, the beloved sister and companion
of little Pannu then five years of age.
For three years, there hardly passed a
day on which the afflicted brother failed
to ask his mother, “When will my
Kamala come and play withme ?”  The
usual answer he received was, “Perhaps
she will come tomorrow,” accompanied
by the mother’s silent tears. By slow
degrees Pannu realised the loss of his
only sister and stopped repeating the old
silly.question but frequently dreamed of
a Kamala rapidly growing as handsome
as he could imagine. Now, he carefully
compares this picture of Kamaleswari in
the album with that in his mind of the
lady whom he had seen in the evening.
His wistful eyes glenmed for a while
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when he imagined that the lady might
be his sister. He casts a cautious look
all over the room and once more assures
himself of his solitude and frequent

sobs mingled with sighs express his
affliction of spirit.
Ten days passed, and Pannu was

much sadder. All his efforts to trace
the lady had proved futile. And now
the term was over, and Pannu along
with his mates prepared to go home. His
heart beat violently as the train ap-
proached the platform. Could the lady be
in the tram ? He explored all the com-
partments eagerly only to draw a blank.
The train steamed off just as he managed
to jump in. He watched all who happen-
ed to pass by him but the face he was
looking for was not there.

Two long
hours elapsed and the

train  stopped
where Pannu was to get down. He stood
motionless at the station and threw a last
look at the depurting train. With slow

steps of despair he quitted the spot for
home.

# . 2

Kamala wandered on in bewilderment
o stranger in a strange world. Her unl;r
rvecollection was that of her little brother
and beloved parents but no name or place
to serve her for a guide. Whenever she
happened to see a youth of handsome
appearance she used to have a sudden
veflection of her small brother grown up.
So she seemed to see a picture of her
brother grown up in Pannn seated on the
wall that evening when she was noticed by
him in the hostel. But the probability of
her own brother's presence there was
remote and so she passed by with a



disturbed heart. She had almost given
np all hope of finding out her parents
and brother. By the kind advice of a wi-
dow she was divected to the temple of
Jagannath where she decided to spend
the rest of her life as a devotee of the
god in case she was left untraced by
her kindred.

To the great joy of Pannu, when he
alighted from the train, he was encour-
aged by the local police inspector to make
another investigation at the temple . 1t
Killinoor. The old widow who direct d
Kamaleswari to that temple was the sister
of the old ferryman. She had communicat-
ed the news about Kamala to her elder
brother on his visit to her, quife unaware
he was giving'him a clue. At the mention
of the word “ Kamala ™ the ferryman van
towards the police oftice and imnmediately
reported the matter tothe police inspector
who at the very instant started in his car
to get hold of Pannu at the other station
where he was expected to get down and
cateh the bus for home. So Pannu ac-
companied by the police inspector and
two constables started for the temple.
The sacred cdifice seemed to greet the
party with a message of hope.

The acharya of the temple admitted
that a lady of the same description as
Pannu gave, but with a slightly different
name, had joined the company of the
holy worshippers just three days back.
But whether she was within the bound-
ary of the temple or whether she had
oven left the place was beyond his know-
ledge. However, he said, all worshippers
were expected to be present at the evening
puja. The affectionate brother explored
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every nook and corner of the temple
in vain, for the lost girl. He then or-
dered some refreshments and was resting
with his friends when the bell for the
evening worship echoed over the place.
From the river worshippers flocked before
the altar of Jagannath. Pannu’s com-
pany stood on an elevated heap of sand
near the gate, from where one could see
all who passed by the doorway. After
worship the votaries dispersed in small
gronps. Yet the one who was songht was
nowhere to be foand. Utterly dis:ppoi nt-
ed, Pannu turned aside to mop his brow
flowing eyes when he recognised his sis-
ter returning from the inper apartments
of the temple. She hesitated ip wonder
ﬁ_rst at the sight of Pannu but soon recog-
nised him and flung her feeble arms
round his neck in response to the a ffec-
tionate call * sister.” ‘

The happy band walked towards the
acharya to get his permission for releasin
Ka,z‘na,leswa.ri from her obligations Thi
police authovities left the siste, n,n.cl bro-
ther after expressing theiy hen,lrtfelt : .
gratulations. TKamalg, related to h '(I:)O-n
ther the whole account of her m_m Lcl)—
life from the instant she wus's ca ‘lﬁel;f g"
from the crowd by a Bengali 'lt1.11(13 ho .
providental vecovery by Pannuy. Ttll h (;L
Guru bestowed every blegging o © C{y
happy pair who soon Jeft for bhm}len P;;e

Pu lost no time to wire to his eyap :
ing pavents. . C s

The next morning Kairglg found ey
self encircled in the arms . d

Words cannot express the
bereaved parents.
with equally warm

olf her parents.
- 10y of the long
ADNU wag peceived

greetings. Vigitors



flocked about the house to have a glimpse  ents, or their friends ?
of the regained Kamala. Who was most C. M. AcHAMMA,
happy now—EKamala, Pannu, their paxr- Class I, Gr. ii a.

COLLEGE CHRONICLE

September 1939.

20.
22,

The College re-opened after Onam Vacation.

BRt. Rev. Mar Theodosius, 0. L ¢, of the Ovthodox Syrian Church
arrvived in the evening.

. Retreat for the Malankara Syrians conducted by the Rt. Rev. Mar

Theodosius, 0. L. C.
Seriwon at the united service in the College Chapel was preached by the
Rt- Rev. Mar Theodosius.

Review of the Junior B.A. & B. Sc¢. students was held from 9.30 to
10. 30 a. m.

October 1939.

1.
11.
14.°

18.
19.

19, 20.
20—23.

23,

28.

A special service was held in the College Chapel in the evening in
nection with the Day of Prayer for International Peace-

A meeting of the Literary & Debating Society was held at 3. 15 p. m.
Mr. A. Aravamudha Ayengar presided.

TReview of the Junior Intermediate Class was held from Y. 30 to 12. 30
and from 2. 30 to 3. 30.

A magical performance was given by Mr. K. Appu and party at 4. 15 p. m,
Rt. Rev. H. Pakenbham-Walsh of Tadakam, Coimbatore, arrived at
8. 30 a. 1.

Staff Retreat conducted by Rt Rev. H. Pakenham-Walsh.
Retreat for the pust and present students of the College
by Rt. Rev. H. Pakenham-Walsh.

United Chapel Service in the evening was taken by the Rt. Rev. H. P.
Walsh.

The Rt. Rev. H. P. Walsh addressed the whole College at 9. 15 a. m. on
“ The Wolf Children of Midnapur.”

A Hockey match played between this College and the Changanacherry
College was won by us by 3 goals to nil.

con-

conducted

November 1939.

The College Football Team left for Kottayam
matches there.

Football mateh played between this College and the Changanacherry
College at Kottayaim was won by us by 4 goals to 1.

Football match played with Kottayam College was won by us by 3 goals
to 2.

to play Inter-Collegiate
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11.

16.

Mr. K. A. Mathew, B. 4., Secretary of the S.C. M., spoke about the
Amsterdam Conference and his recent experiences in the West at 9 a. m.
Myr. Frank Wheatly, an expert on elocution, addressed the College at
4.10 p. m. on the art of elocution. The lecture lasted for about an hour
and a half and was much appreciated by students and staff.

December 1939.

22,

College closed for Christmas Vacation.

January 1940.

9.

11

College re-opened after Chrismas.
Results of the Selection Examination were announced.

11. College Day : Special College Day Service in the morning wus conducted

13.

by Mr. K. K. Kuruvilla, M. A., B. D., Principal, M. T. Seminary. Kottayvaui.
The Public Meetir;g in the afternoon at 21 p- m. was pmsﬁﬂh hﬁ:ﬁ:ydbmy
Sri 8. Satyamurbl, B- A+, B.I., M. L. A. (Central), Mayor of Madras.
Dr. K. T. Behanan, M. A, Ph. D. of the Yule University, and Messts-
K. T. Mathew and P. J. Kurien were the speakers. "l‘hurc was @
dramatic entertainment at night, and the College Day Social d‘ o
meeting of the Old Students’ Association were held the next day =

Rt. Rev. Mar Theodosius, 0. I. ¢., arrived in the evening.

13—15. Retreat for the Malankara Syrians conducted by the Rt Rey. Mar

Theodosius.

February 1940,

3
4.

9.
14.

15.

23.

The Pro-Vice-Chancellor inspected the College in t .
College Staff ret him at Tea at 4. 30 p. m. ge n the afternoon. The

Rev. & E Hubbard of Tinnevelly arrived in th :
College about the proposed Chapel. e afternoon to advise the

The Rev- C. G- Early of the Methodist Mission visited the College

The afternoon was declared a holiday in honour

athletic teams at the Inter-Collegiate Sports at Trisgn;}ii;uf:cess of our
The Valedictory Meeting of the Associated Societie .

Messrs. - Y. Krishnaswawi, 1. ¢. s and G. Sankare iy 20 0 D 2
addressed the meeting. al, M« A, L. T+

Regular lectures for the Senior Classes stopped.

March 1940.

8.

15.

Annual Examination commenced.
College Closed for the Midsummer Vacation.
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Our Exchange Magazines

24th August, 1939, to 16th February, 1940.
The Sunflower, Women’s Christian College Magazine, Madras.

The Indian Theosophist, Benares:

Wilson Bulletin, Madras.
The Journal of, The Anamalai University, Anamalainagar.

The Government Victoria College Magazine, Palghat-

The National College Magazine, Trichinopoly.

St. Paul’s College Magazine, Calcutta.

The Old College Magazine, Crivandrom.

The Ewing Christian College Magazine, Allahabad.-

The Lucknow College Magazine, Liucknow-

The Pudukottai College Magazine, Pudukottai.

The Zamorin’s College Magazine, Calicut-

The Indian Literary Review, Bombay-

Kishori Raman Inter College Magazine, Muttra.

The Indian Journal of Adult Education, Friends’ Settlement
Hoshangabad- .

The Forward, The Pennual English School, Malacca.

The Kottayam College Magazine, Koftayam.

gt. John’s College Magazine, Agra.

The American College Magazine, Madura.
The Maharaja’s College Magazine, Ernakulam.

Mathew, at the C. M. S. Press, Kottayam,
A, Managing Editor, 1. C. College Magazine, Alwaye.



